Okay, let's take it from the top.

1 -> 7

At the start, I had no idea what I was doing, and it shows. It's literally no more complex than the first update says - I'm bored, entertain me. It was 2AM, November 13th, 2011 (which I'm just going to say is Spitfire's birthday). I'd just finished  big fat overdramatic fanfic called Harmony's Wrath, I'd joined a roleplay board, season 2 had started, everything was coming up pony, and I wanted to hop on the bandwagon.

At the time, grimdark pony blogs were an in thing. Ask Pinkamina Diane Pie was still active, and other blogs that I read at the time were Fractured Loyalty, Grimdark Big Macintosh and Lil Miss Rarity (even I read that at one time). I also knew of like eight million Rainbow Dashes, so I just thought, "who else is cool I KNOW SPITFIRE yes that'll work". I didn't have any actual game plan for how that was going to work out, because at the time, I wasn't making plans for my stuff, I was just going for it. You can see that after a few posts of getting all that immature sex-alcohol-and-violence humour that I thought was funny when I was twelve out of my system, I start getting a grip.

You can also see some shades of Atom Smasher (Duck and Cover) in the pyromaniac tendencies - fun fact! Atom Smasher predates Firestarter Spitfire by a couple of months. I'd made Atom as a roleplay character for a board set 1,000 years in the future in an AU where Nightmare Moon won, and eternal night reigned. She was a clinical psychopath with a talent in making things explode, and to make ends meet she made and sold fireworks. The board survived a change of hands and now runs as Tales By Moonlight ( http://talesbymoonlight.net/index/ ). I still play Atom there today. This is also the board that Horizon comes from! But yeah. The nascent Atom informed some early Spitfire, and Spitfire later went on to influence Atom's Fallout Equestria version, but they remain distinct characters.

The banner turned up at some point, and I ended up liking the graffiti enough to keep it for a year and a half.

8

I can't remember what struck me to go this route. I'd had like one test of the shading style before this post, I asked some friends in a chat to throw random Wonderbolt-sounding names at me (the name Hurricane was really just lucky coincidence - the Hawker part came later), and absolutely no history of character-driven storytelling or intent to pursue that path. The character of Spitfire just sprung into life in this post fully-formed. Hurricane's character was less important because she's never really there, either outlined or flashed back to for a couple of frames. We hear about what she does, but we don't see it.

Looking back on it now, there really is a danger that I could have gone straight into troubled-troublesome past territory, but it just seems to have hit the nail on the head. It's the earliest example of Firestarter Spitfire as it would become - it's crass, stylised, and equal parts tragic and absurd. I think what the previous seven posts do to make this one even better is that based on them, you just don't see it coming at all. Suddenly this immature clown as a great big scar under the face paint, and the character becomes actually interesting.

9 -> 15

This is where I start taking Spitfire out of the vacuum. Remember here that none of this is really intentionally happening, I'm just doing the first thing that comes to mind at every point here. All of the deeper meaning insights are my looking back, not my intent at the time. Without any kind of prompt or plan, I put Spitfire on a (tour) bus, bring in Soarin, and set up his self-appointed steward role. Soarin doesn't really change or develop over the course of the story - the Soarin that Spitfire thumps for comparing her to Mark Hamill at their parents' wedding, is the exact same Soarin that Spitfire thumps as he drags her away from the camera to keep her from breaking it.

I have no idea how the vlogging here is supposed to work. The whole camera thing just kinda fades away in Act 2 because I had no idea how to integrate it into the rest of the concept.

16 -> 20

Here are a few posts where I start trying to find my footing in the community and interact with some blogs. Interaction is something that hasn't always gone too well for me. There's also evidence of here of my indecision about whether or not I wanted Spitfire to be sexy. It's an aspect I'd pretty much decided against by Act 3, but every now and then there are posts that play with it a bit. As time goes on it becomes less sincere and more mocking.

21 -> 40

By the second half of Act 1 I'd found my feet a bit with the character, and was responding to questions as they came - some things conducive to shedding light on the character, but mostly, I was just making stupid spontaneous reactions to things. I'll point out a few important posts though.

21

The important thing here is I think less the kiss (I'm gonna put that one down to teenagers experimenting - I later decided that Spitfire and Hurricane had a relationship that got a bit more than platonic now and then, but was always just playful excess in their friendship more than actual romantic attraction), and more that it begins the nostalgic tone that pervades much of the blog as it goes on. It was here that I decided "right, it's 2011, now is the time for 90s throwback" and gave them a home video recorder to take on a camping trip at 16. Not only that, but the wistful stare in to space in the last frame I think completes it.

Also note that this is the same bar that Spitfire and Soarin bump into each other at in Act 7.

34

Here's a little look into what could have been. Alongside Firestarter Spitfire, I was writing another story called A Storm Of Chaos. You won't find it on my FIMfic because this was before that site existed. It went up on Fanfiction.net, and it's bad enough that it's staying there. It was a sequel (god) to the story I wrote before Harmony's Wrath, called Rainbow Leap, and had the same concept and tone - Rainbow Dash gets a suit that lets her massively exceed her flight capabilities, and when she reaches the speed of light, she swaps bodies with a version of her in another universe. Rainbow Leap had her hopping around Cupcakes and all the alternate endings and variations thereof, while A Storm Of Chaos had universes of my own devising, and dealt a bit more with some universes where Discord had had some kind of corrupting influence (Communist revolution, civil war, zombie apocalypse, etc). But the common tone here was that it was hanging around in the grimdark pool, long after Ask Pinkamina Diane Pie had gotten out to shower and go home.

So this stuff was in my head while I was doing Act 1 of Firestarter Spitfire, and I was toying with the possibility of it going down a grimdark route, as hinted at here. Necromancy is a thing that exists in Equestria, it's illegal, heavily punished, and Luna does the policing. I'll talk about the bad endings I had in mind later on. That was the at-the-time reasoning for how this was brought in, but the hefty barrier to entry later served as a reinforcement of the permanence of Hurricane's death.

39

The Christmas episode of the show took me by surprise, and I'm a huge sucker for Christmas, so I couldn't help but dispel the grimdark that had been building for a while with something a bit more emotional that reminds the reader that Spitfire is human. (Er, horse.) It also serves to consolidate Soarin's supporting role. Establishing Hurricane's birthday doesn't actually have much story importance, but it gives me an excuse to make a post every December 13th that drives a big fat stake of sad through everyone's heart.

40

This post functionally belongs in Act 2, because I took a week off between it and the last one, but I didn't actually decide to use an act structure until then. This post is also horribly out of character, and is desperately trying to shoehorn in the grimdark endings, which I'll talk about in Act 2. For the purposes of the canon, you can consider Act 1 to have ended on post 39, and post 40 to not actually exist.